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Pastor Tim Pauls 

The Word of the Lord from Matthew 11:28: "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy-laden, 

and I will give you rest." 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

So, you're a Lutheran school teacher-you teach at a Lutheran school. We hope that this conference 

has been a time of growth, of enjoyment, of relaxation. We hope it's been a nice break. But the clock 

keeps ticking, and we lose this conference room in a few more minutes. Like it or not, you have to 

go back now. 

 

My education began with afternoon kindergarten at Woodmont Elementary School. My teacher was 

Mrs. Peterson, about as new a teacher as I was a student; and, because the district couldn't pass a 

levy to save its life, Mrs. Peterson faced about thirty 5-year-olds in the morning and thirty more of us 

in the afternoon. I still remember her passing out the Lippincott Readers and starting us on phonics. 

A. "A" as in apple. "Ay" as in play. "Ah" as in draw. It was how we learned to read. 

 

That was thirty years ago, and I haven't kept track of Mrs. Peterson. But let's say that she's continued 

to teach up to this day: Sixty kids a year for thirty years. That's 1800 children who learned how to 

read. Let's say that those 1800 children each go on to affect the lives of 1800 more. That's over three 

million. While the author's name escapes me, there's a quote that's stuck with me over the years: "A 

teacher's effect is infinite: You never know when his influence stops." It's true. And to this noble 

observation, I add a Pauls rule of reality: "A teacher's job is infinite, because there's always more to 

do." 

 

You're going back to the classroom, which you have painstakingly worked to make a warm learning 

environment, where everything runs smoothly. But still waters run deep; and underneath the surface, 

there's a lot that goes into it. You are governed by federal, state and local laws, by fire and health 

code regulations. Along with all of that, you have curriculum goals, board policies and school rules 

to make sure no child is left behind. But wait. There's more. There are also the extra committees and 

activities, not to mention the continuing education courses required to keep your certification. 

 

That's just policy. On top of that, there are personalities. There's the student who cries at the broken 

pencil, and the student who likes to break pencils. There's the child who is falling behind and needs 

more attention, and the child who is overachieving and needs more attention. There are students with 

learning disabilities-FAS, ADD, autism and more. You're the mayor, and these are the citizens; and 

before you can ever get to teaching, you face the daily enforcement of civil rights and traffic control. 

 

We haven't even mentioned the parents yet. 

 



40011028 Matthew 11 28 The Perfect Teacher (TJP) – page 2 

www.scholia.net 

Plus, the clock is ticking and the calendar keeps flipping. You only have so much time. 

 

You and I have vocations with much in common: The work is never done. We don't go to the 

factory, attach 200 widgets to 200 gizmos, and then call it a day. There is always more to do, and 

there is only so much you can do. Do less, and you know you didn't do your best. Try to do it all 

perfectly, and it will kill you. Just like the Law. Like the Law… 

 

You have probably heard that there are two great dangers for teachers and pastors. One is burn-out: 

Try to do everything perfectly as a teacher, and you end up in despair, leaving the classroom for 

something easy like air traffic control. On the other hand, there's apathy: Stay in the classroom, but 

don't give it any effort: Just do enough to get by. Those two dangers are like the two results of the 

Law: despair, or a Pharisee-like self-defined level of what is enough. 

 

There's a reason why your vocation is like the Law: It is Law. So is mine. My call document does 

not say, "We at Good Shepherd authorize and obligate you to be forgiven." It says, "We authorize 

and obligate you to…" and then it lists a whole lot of duties, including that scary line at the bottom 

that says something like "and anything else of benefit to the congregation." That call document is 

helpful: It tells me what I should be doing. But the call document also accuses me: No matter how 

much I visit shut-ins and delinquent members, I will never fulfill the requirement. No matter how 

much I evangelize, I will never out-evangelize what that document demands. 

 

So it is with you: Your vocation is a vocation of law, like all vocations. It has requirements that you 

will never outdo. No matter how hard you try, you will never help your students as much as you 

could. There is always more to be done, and the pressure is on to do it perfectly. 

 

"But wait! I like my job!" you might object. I like mine, too; and what a blessing it is to enjoy what 

you do. You're not supposed to hate God's Law; you're supposed to delight in it. It's good and holy 

and right, even as it accuses you of your sin. It's a blessing to enjoy your work-not everybody does. 

 

And now you have to go back. 

 

As you go back, you go back with more than just your vocation. You go back with the Lord's favor. 

You go back with the certainty that Jesus was born and became the perfect teacher. He did not 

become the perfect teacher to set the bar, to be the example for you to live up to. (Even if you have a 

great day at school, you will never live up to His 5 loaves/2 fish lunch program.) The Son of God did 

not come to show you how to do it and put more pressure on you; He came to redeem you. He lived 

a perfect, sinless life; then He died on that cross for your sins, failings and imperfections. Risen 

again, He gives you the credit for His perfect life as He forgives you by His means of grace. So 

when God the Father looks at you, He doesn't see the frazzled failures, the day you lost it in front of 

the class, or the bad year where you almost decided to hang it up. Instead, He sees His perfect, 

beloved child-because His Son has taken your sin and given you His righteousness. 

 

So when you go back, you have this assurance: God goes with you. You're going back forgiven. You 

have a demanding vocation-but also a blessed and holy one. It will show you your limitations, 

sometimes painfully. That's what the Law does. But under the cross, such times are a blessing: In 

showing you your limitations, they point you back to your Savior who pours limitless grace upon 

you. 
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You're going back, and God goes with you. He made you His in Baptism. He continually speaks His 

Word of Holy Absolution to you, and feeds you with His body and blood for the forgiveness of your 

sins. He gathers the heavy-laden, and He gives them rest. 

 

You're going back, and God goes with you. He doesn't just call you teacher. First and foremost, He 

calls you His beloved child; because you are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


